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Abstract

A Study on the Meaning of Outer Space Treaty in

International Law

Kim, Han-Taek*

1967 Outer Space Treaty(Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States
in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial
Bodies; OST) is a treaty that forms the basis of international space law. OST is based
on the 1963 Declaration of Legal Principles Governing the Activities of States in
the Exploration and Use of Outer Space announced by UNGA resolution. As of May
2013, 102 countries are states parties to OST, while another 27 have signed the treaty
but have not completed ratification.

OST explicitly claimed that the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies are the province
of all mankind. Art. I of OST states that “outer space, including the Moon and other
celestial bodies, is not subject to national appropriation by claim of sovereignty, by
means of use or occupation, or by any other means”, thereby establishing res extra
commercium in outer space like high seas. However 1979 Moon Agreement stipulates
that “the moon and its natural resources are the Common Heritage of Mankind(CHM).”
Because of the number of the parties to the Moon Agreement(13 parties) it does
not affect OST. OST also established its specific treaties as a complementary means
such as 1968 Rescue Agreement, 1972 Liability Convention, 1975 Registration
Convention.

OST bars states party to the treaty from placing nuclear weapons or any other
weapons of mass destruction in orbit of Earth, installing them on the Moon or any
other celestial body, or to otherwise station them in outer space. It exclusively limits

the use of the Moon and other celestial bodies to peaceful purposes and expressly

* Professor, School of Law, Kangwon National University.





